
As a gift to humanity, which sometimes seems bewildered and overwhelmed by the power of 
evil, selfishness, and fear, the Risen Lord offers His love that pardons, reconciles, and 

reopens hearts to love. It is a love that converts hearts and gives peace. How much the 
world needs to understand and accept Divine Mercy! Lord, who reveals the Father’s love by 

Your death and Resurrection; we believe in You and confidently repeat to You today: Jesus, 
I trust in You, have mercy upon us and upon the whole world. (St. Pope John Paul II).                
Mercy is the central nucleus of the Gospel message.  It is the very name of God, the Face 

with which he revealed himself in the Old Covenant and fully in Jesus Christ, the 
incarnation of creative and redemptive Love. This past Holy Week we experienced the 

merciful redeeming love of God. There are various reasons why we celebrate the Divine 
Mercy Sunday immediately after Easter Sunday.   
1) Jesus demonstrated the divine mercy of God his Heavenly Father by his preaching and  healing 

ministry.  
2) He instructed his apostles and followers to love others as he loved by sharing mercy, 

compassion and sacrificial love.  
3) Jesus instituted the Sacrament of Reconciliation as the sacrament expressing God’s mercy for 
repentant sinners by offering them pardon and forgiveness.  

4) For centuries in liturgy the Church has proclaimed the mercy of God through the Word of God 
and the Sacrament of the Body and Blood of Christ.  

5) The main inspiration behind the Divine Mercy devotion are the messages received by St. 
Faustina during her mystical visions.   
On the Second Sunday of Easter of the Jubilee Year 2000, at the Mass for the canonization of the 

Polish nun St. Faustina Kowalska, Pope John Paul II proclaimed to the world that “from now on 
throughout the Church this Sunday will be called Divine Mercy Sunday.” Besides, In his 1980 

encyclical on God’s mercy, Rich in Mercy, he developed a scriptural and doctrinal basis for our 
faith in the mercy of God.  
6) The Divine Mercy Sunday is meant to strengthen our people’s trust in God’s mercy.  

7) The Divine Mercy devotion fosters the virtue of trust in God’s mercy that finds its fulfillment 
in the liturgy of Reconciliation and the Holy Eucharist. Let us continue to pray for the Mercy of 

God on each of us and especially on the whole world in these troubling times.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


